[Differences between rheumatoid and degenerative disease in total hip replacement].
The aim of this study was to compare total hip replacement (THR) in rheumatoid and osteoarthritic patients. Ten rheumatoid and ten osteoarthritic patients undergoing THR were compared with respect to preoperative diagnostics, operative therapy, nursing and rehabilitation. Statistically significant differences existed between the groups: In rheumatoid patients, radiographic diagnostics were more extensive ( P=0.0021), surgery time was extended ( P=0.0355), referrals to non-orthopedic subspecialties were more frequent ( P=0.0524) and rehabilitation was more extensive ( P=0.0000). The groups were not significantly different with respect to the duration of hospitalisation, preoperative hemoglobin, perioperative blood loss, transfusion requirements, duration of intensive care and nursing requirements. THR in the rheumatoid population required additional resources during inpatient therapy in comparison to THR in osteoarthritic patients.